
 Desire and ask - “If you… know how to give good 
gifts… how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask?” (Luke 11:13) 
 Worship Jesus, not tongues - Stay focused on the 
Giver, not the gift. 
 Expect to speak - Acts 2:4 says “they began to 
speak…” The Holy Spirit gives utterance, but you speak. 
 Step out in faith - Yield your voice and don’t be 
afraid of sounding “silly.” It’s spiritual, not natural. 
 

9. Can I be filled with the Spirit more than 
once? 
  

 Answer: Yes. While Spirit-baptism is a one-time 
event, refilling is ongoing. 
 Ephesians 5:18 says, “Be filled with the Spirit”; in 
Greek, this is continuous action: “Be being filled.” 
 Even the apostles were filled in Acts 2, and again in 
Acts 4:31 - “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
[began] to speak the word of God with boldness.” 
 Life drains us. Ministry drains us. We must return to 
the source and be refilled often. 
 

10. Why is Spirit-baptism and tongues 
often controversial? 
  

 Answer: Because it challenges: 
 Religious tradition (Mark 7:13) 
 Human reasoning (1 Corinthians 2:14) 
 Pride and control - yielding your voice to God feels 
vulnerable. 
 Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:39, “… do not forbid 
to speak in tongues.” 
 While controversy exists, truth must triumph over 
tradition. Just because it’s unfamiliar or misunderstood 
doesn’t mean it’s unbiblical. 
 

 The baptism in the Holy Spirit is not just for a select 
few or a past generation. It’s for you, today. God desires eve-
ry believer to live in the fullness of His power, to walk boldly in 
the Spirit, and to experience the supernatural life Jesus prom-
ised. Don’t settle for a powerless Christianity. Receive all that 
God has for you. 
 If you still have questions, that’s okay - keep seek-
ing, keep studying, and above all, keep hungering for more 
of God. The same Spirit that filled the upper room is still filling 
hearts today. 

Next Steps 
 
1. Pray with Expectation  
 Ask God to fill you with the Holy 
Spirit. Come to Him with an open 
heart and willing spirit. 
 
2. Study the Scriptures  
 Review passages like Acts 1:2, 
8:14 - 17, 10:44 - 46, and 19:1 - 6 to 
see how the early church experienced 
Spirit-baptism. 
 
3. Talk to a Spirit-filled Believer 
or Pastor  
 Connect with someone who can 
pray with you and encourage you in 
your journey. 
 
4. Worship Freely  
 Spend time in worship and yield 
your voice to the Holy Spirit. Don’t be 
afraid to speak as He gives utterance. 
 
5. Expect to Be Filled  
 Jesus is the Baptizer (Luke 
3:16), and He is faithful to fill those 
who seek Him. 
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10 Questions About Spirit-baptism 

 Spirit-baptism is one of the most powerful and trans-
formative experiences available to every believer in Jesus 
Christ. Yet, for many, it remains misunderstood, overlooked, 
or even resisted. In this short guide, I’ve answered ten of the 
most common questions about Spirit-baptism and speaking in 
tongues from a Biblical and Pentecostal perspective. 
 My prayer is that this pamphlet will remove confu-
sion, stir hunger, and ignite faith in your heart. Whether you’re 
seeking Spirit-baptism for the first time or simply want a deep-
er understanding, these truths are meant to draw you into the 
promise Jesus gave to be filled with power from on high (Luke 
24:49). 
 Let’s discover what the Bible says and believe God 
for a fresh Pentecostal outpouring in your life. 
 

1. Is Spirit-baptism the same as salva-
tion? 
  

 Answer: No - Spirit-baptism is a distinct experi-
ence that follows salvation. 
 At salvation, the Holy Spirit indwells the believer 
(Romans 8:9), regenerates them (Titus 3:5), and seals them 
(Ephesians 1:13). However, Spirit-baptism is a subsequent 
work of the Spirit that empowers the believer for service and 
witness. 
 Biblical Example: In Acts 8:12 - 17, the Samari-
tans believed and were baptized in water, yet did not receive 
the Holy Spirit until Peter and John laid hands on them. This 
shows a clear distinction between conversion and Spirit-
baptism. See also Acts 19.  
 

2. What is the purpose of Spirit-baptism? 
  

 Answer: Spirit-baptism empowers believers for 
bold witness, supernatural ministry, and effective Chris-
tian living. 
 Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses …” This power enabled the early believers to pro-
claim the Gospel with boldness, heal the sick, cast out de-
mons, and endure persecution. 
 Without Spirit-baptism, the disciples were fearful 
(John 20:19). After Pentecost, they were fearless (Acts 4:13). 
The power of the Spirit transforms timid believers into Spirit-
empowered witnesses. 

tongues? 
  

 Answer: There are several spiritual benefits: 
 Personal edification: “One who speaks in a tongue 
edifies himself…” (1 Corinthians 14:4). It builds you up like 
spiritual exercise. 
 Divine intercession: “…the Spirit Himself inter-
cedes for [us] with groanings…” (Romans 8:26). 
 Spiritual refreshing and strength: “Indeed, He will 
speak to this people Through stammering lips and a foreign 
tongue, He who said to them, ‘Here is rest, give rest to the 
weary,’ And, ‘Here is repose’…” (Isaiah 28:11 - 12). 
 Staying spiritually strong: “But you, beloved, 
building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Spirit...” (Jude 20) 
 Tongues keep your spirit tuned in to the Holy Spirit 
and deepen your prayer life. 
 

7. Is Spirit-baptism and tongues for to-
day? 
  

 Answer: Absolutely. Some teach that these mani-
festations ceased with the apostles, but there is no biblical 
evidence to support this. 
 Acts 2:39 - “For the promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off…” 
 That “far off” includes us, centuries later, in every 
nation, every generation. 
 Mark 16:17 - “These signs will accompany those 
who have believed: in My name … they will speak with new 
tongues…” 
 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 teach that “tongues will 
cease.” In context, this will occur at the coming of Jesus 
Christ, when the need for prophecies and knowledge will 
cease. This is supported when Paul confirms his thoughts that 
the gifts would continue until then in 1 Corinthians 1:7, “so 
that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the reve-
lation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 The Spirit has not changed, and the promise still 
stands. Millions across denominational lines report the same 
Jesus-encounter and initial tongues evidence. 
 

8. How do I receive Spirit-baptism? 
  

 Answer: The Bible gives us a clear process: 
 Be saved - Spirit-baptism is for believers (Acts 
2:38). 

3. Is speaking in tongues necessary to 
be baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
  

 Answer: Yes, in classical Pentecostal theology, 
speaking in tongues is the initial physical evidence of 
Spirit-baptism. 
 Every time in Acts that believers were baptized in 
the Spirit, something observable occurred.  
Most often, that sign was speaking in tongues (Acts 2:4, 
10:46, 19:6). This doesn’t mean other signs can’t occur, but 
tongues is the consistent, biblical pattern. 
 Acts 2:4 – “And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues…” 
 This outward manifestation confirms the inward infil-
ling. 
 

4. Isn’t speaking in tongues just a gift for 
some, not for all? 
  

 Answer: This is a key point of confusion. There is a 
difference between: 
 The gift of tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10) - for pub-
lic use, requires interpretation. 
 The prayer language of tongues - given to all Spirit
-baptized believers as personal edification (1 Corinthians 
14:2, 14). 
 Initial evidence tongues (Acts 2) are not the same 
as the public ministry gift that Paul regulates in 1 Corinthians. 
Public prayer language to God is seen in Acts 2, 10, and 19. 
 So, while not all will operate in the gift for the body, 
all can speak in tongues as evidence and for personal 
edification. 
 

5. Do I have to understand what I'm say-
ing when I speak in tongues? 
  

 Answer: No. When you speak in tongues, your 
spirit prays, not your mind. 
 1 Corinthians 14:14 - “For if I pray in a tongue, my 
spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.” 
 Tongues is direct communication with God; bypass-
ing the limitations of human intellect and language. 
 It’s not about understanding the words but about 
yielding to the Holy Spirit and letting Him pray through you. 
 

6. What are the benefits of praying in 


